Bring the Italian language to life
with Dianne Hales’ bestselling book,
La Bella Lingua
Entertaining and easy-to-read, La Bella Lingua exposes
students to Italian vocabulary, phrases, and grammar in
a unique and compelling fashion: through Italy’s history,
literature, art, music, movies, and—of course—food.
“I thoroughly enjoyed reading La Bella Lingua, which
not only made me smile, and of course feel so much at
home, but also, thanks to your incredible amount of
research, taught me a lot about my own culture!
—Berardo Paradiso, President, Italian-American Committee on Education

“La Bella Lingua is funny, stylish, and chock-full of fascinating
information. No matter how well you think you know Italian,
you will learn something from it—and be entertained as you
learn!”
—Steven Botterill, Professor and Chair of Italian Studies, UC Berkeley

“Teachers of the language and anyone who shares the
author’s love of Italian will enjoy this book … Ms. Hales
is an experienced journalist who takes the reader on a voyage
of discovery and along the way she shares her admiration,
occasional frustration, and always her humor.”
—Alfred Valentini, Utica College
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“I have made La Bella Lingua a ‘must-read’ for my classes
because it is such a wonderfully informative, historically
accurate account of the development of one of the world’s most
beautiful languages.”
—Louis R. Leonini, Garibaldi/Meucci Museum on Staten Island

“La Bella Lingua is a very enjoyable book that provides a comprehensive and accessible introduction to the Italian culture.
It is a much needed work especially for students of all levels of
Italian language and culture. As a native Italian and as a college professor, I thank Dianne Hales for her accomplishment,
which I highly recommend to all of my students.”
—Brunella Piccione Windsor, Senior Lecturer of Italian and French, California
State University-Chico

